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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

CCall 706-6-7-781-180606

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ FOR ALL YOUR CON RETE NNCRETE NEEDSEEDS

MONTGOMERYMOMONTNTGTGGOMOMMEERYYRY
CONCRETECOONCRRETETETE

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

706-897-0411

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel, 
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing, 

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements
No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

  Mobile glass replacement services for windshields, 
door glass, back glass and sliders and vent glass. 

THE TRI-STATE AREA OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA, 
NORTH GEORGIA & EASTERN TENNESSEE

  Mobile glass replacement services for windshields, 
door glass, back glass and sliders and vent glass. 

THE TRI-STATE AREA OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA,
NORTH GEORGIA & EASTERN TENNESSEE

553 BLUE RIDGE STREET
BLAIRSVILLE, GA 30512

553 BLUE RIDGE STREET
BLAIRSVILLE, GA 30512
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Mowing, Trimming, 
Blowing & Spraying

ucjstover@gmail.com
706-994-8879

Stover’s Lawn Care

jimmydpaints@gmail.com
facebook.com/jimmypaints

(7 06) 994-2392

Jimmy D’sJimmy D’s
Home PaintingHome PaintingCustomCustom

Mark A. Kelley, Owner
706-897-9485

FREE ESTIMATES

KELLEY HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”
Remodeling • Painting

Yard Maintenance
& Much More
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Sheriff Mason...from Page 1A

Jason Henson of Rick’s Rental provided a Jim’s Smokin’ Que luncheon for local law enforcement 
at the Union County Sheriff’s Office on Thursday, June 25.     Photo by Shawn Jarrard

the liver, and many factors go 
into personal levels of alcohol 
absorption, including body 
weight, food intake, amount 
consumed, proof of beverage 
and more.

Also, distilled liquors 
have higher alcohol content by 
volume than beer and wine, so 
type of alcohol consumed can 
make a big difference.

“On average, the liver can 
metabolize about 0.015 grams 
of alcohol per hour, which is 
a reduction in blood alcohol 
content, or BAC, of 0.015 per 
hour,” Mason said. “In addition 
to the liver processing the 
alcohol, about 10 percent of 
alcohol is eliminated through 
sweat, urine and breath.

“This is how someone 
stops drinking at, say, 12 
midnight; has their BAC peak 
out at about 1 a.m. at, say, 
0.18; then, at 7 a.m. – six hours 
later – they drive to work, to 
the gym, etc., and their BAC is 
still possibly 0.09, which is still 
over the limit.”

As such, there’s no hard 
and fast rule for when it’s safe 
to drive after drinking, so it’s 
important for people to have a 
backup plan like a designated 
driver or a place to sleep and 
spend part of the next day after 
drinking. 

The sheriff’s drinking-
and-d r iv ing  message  i s 
especially consequential during 
warm summer months and 
around holidays, when people 

are more likely to party hearty 
for, say, the Fourth of July and 
other special occasions. 

Of course, the ultimate 
penalty for drinking and driving 
is death by motor vehicle 
accident, which can occur 
for the person drinking, any 
passengers in their vehicle, and/
or for innocent motorists who 
happen upon a drunk driver’s 
path. 

But the consequences are 
still very serious even if nobody 
gets killed or hurt. 

“If you’re arrested for 
DUI, you’re going to jail and 
will have to bond out,” Mason 
said. “Then, you’ll either plead 
guilty or you’ll have to go 
to court, and you’ll either be 
found guilty or not guilty. 

“ A n d  t h e n  t h e r e ’s 
a t torney fees ,  insurance 
premiums that go up, fines, 
DUI classes, probation and 
court costs. In the best-case 
scenario if one is found guilty 
or pleads guilty and doesn’t 
have to hire a lawyer, they’re 
looking at about $3,500 plus 
the possible suspension of their 
driver’s license.” 

Added Mason, “We don’t 
get any joy out of arresting 
people – we like to go out of the 
way to try to keep people out of 
trouble, as our main mission is 
to serve and protect.”

Many in the community 
do seem to get this message, 
such as Rick’s Rental owner 
Jason Henson and his family, 

who provided lunch to local 
law enforcement at the Sheriff’s 
Office on Thursday, June 25, 
for which Mason said he was 
extremely grateful, especially 
in this chaotic time of national 
challenges to law enforcement 
efforts. 

Henson said the current 
negativity surrounding police 
officers around the country is 
what inspired him to buy Jim’s 
Smokin’ Que and all the fixins 
– provided by the restaurant at 
cost – for the Sheriff’s Office 
and Blairsville Police that day. 

“I think it’s important 

for these officers to know 
how much we appreciate what 
they’re doing to keep us safe 
here and keeping our great 
community great,” Henson 
said. 

Blairsville Police Chief 
Michael “Bear” Baxter said 
others have stepped up in a 
show of solidarity with local 
law enforcement, including an 
individual who donated G&G 

Bakery gift cards, as well as 
the Fellowship of the Hills 
Church providing LongHorn 
Steakhouse gift cards. 

“Our community is very 
supportive of law enforcement, 
and they always have been,” 
Baxter said. “There’s not a day 
goes by when we’re working 
that somebody doesn’t come 
up to tell us how much they 
appreciate us. 

“ I t ’ s  j u s t  b e e n 
unbelievable, from the business 
sector to the individuals. 
Individuals just randomly stop 
you, talk to you, and tell you 
they appreciate you. With the 
way the world is right now 
and the trying times that we’re 
having – they don’t realize how 
much we appreciate them.”


